fostering

relations

how GSA and VA are working

together to streamline the

acquisition process

by Ron Comtois

The important and ongoing partnership between the General

Services Administration and the Department of Veterans Affairs

has been tested to new limits recently with initiatives focused on

creating an interactive customer service platform on both

GSAAdvantage! and e-Buy.

Training for this new functionality was recently provided by
GSA and Unisys to the VAs National Acquisition Center,
Federal Supply Schedule Contracting Staff . The training focused
on GSA’s e-commerce tools GSAAdvantage” and e-Buy with an
emphasis on the Schedule Input Program (SIP) . The SIP is a
tool that assists vendors in creating their unique electronic
catalog of items available through both GSAAdvantage® and the

e-Buy system.

During the 2004 Federal Healthcare Acquisition Conference
held New Orleans, a cooperative VA and GSA team delivered a
presentation on both GSAAdvantage! and e-Buy programs
highlighting how effective the acquisition tools are in the VA
and DoD procurement activities, and in Hospitals for general

and medical acquisitions.
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Additionally, the briefing session highlighted statistics showing
that procurement activities buying from Federal Supply
Schedules demonstrated a drastic rise in e-tool usage resulting in
efficient procurement and logistics management and subsequent

cost savings.

An upcoming initiative that GSA and VA are working on is the
new VA-Advantage!, an interactive web-portal for the VA and its
associate agencies, to search, source, research, and make
purchases from Schedule contracts for dental equipment,
medical equipment and supplies, pharmaceutical, and services

contracting using e-Buy.

These efforts bring the two agencies together with a common goal
— to increase customer service, enhance the contracting officer’s
knowledge base, and to streamline the acquisition process to make

purchasing as efficient and as cost effective as possible.

Order today at www.gsaAdvantage.gov
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Are they all
created equal?

Not all footlockers are created
equal, nor are they priced equal.
Now GSA Buyers have a choice.

C&N Footlockers are made tough. The durable, quality grade
solid core plywood sides are protected by your choice of
colored steel. The hardware is hand-nailed—including the
low profile corners and the thick leather and steel handles,
These trunks are quality throughout. Even the compartment
trays are constructed on solid phywood and hardboard.

- DoD Military use {currently in use with Iragi Freedom)

+ School/Academy use [secure laprops and other electromics in
comrmeenal lving environmenis |

* Correctional facility use (transporting prisoner’s personal items)
. F..qLIi]‘lrl‘ICI'IT storage (fovigee and growe lid dogure ensene tght seal |

These rugged footlockers will stand up to the test of time,
Order today!
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We stand behind and on top of our footlockers,

1-800-535-2057 » www.cnmfg.com
email: cnmfg@cnmfg.com
501 S.Clark St Boyd, Wl 54726
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have you

heard?

sa’s center
or facilities
maintenance
and hardware

The GSA Hardware SuperStore has changed its name!
We are now the Center for Facilities Maintenance and Hardware.

We still provide all the same products: As well as the following new services:
* Tools * Full Facility Maintenance and Management
* Hardware Products * HVAC Repair and Maintenance
* Lawn and Garden Equipment * Electrical Repair and Maintenance
* Appliances * Marine, Industrial, and Aerospace Painting
* Coatings, Sealants, and Adhesives * Elevator Inspection and Maintenance
* Wood and Metalworking Equipment * Fire Alarm and Suppression System

Maintenance

* Grounds Maintenance and Tree Trimming
¢ Pest Control

For more information call (816) 926-6760 or DSN 465-6760.
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Ciffice Products - Supples - Services - New Products - Technology
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Certified
Woman-Owned & Small Business

. . Dissdvantaged Business
A Heavenly Choice HUE Zone

Divine Imaging Commaodities
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Inkjets - Toners - Ribbons - Office Supplies & Products - Janitorial

A Queality Line of Original (Mame Brand), Compatible (Generic) & Recycled Carnidges
Coplers - Fax = Laser

wany divineimagingco.com kimigidivireimagingco.com

Phone 310245 4452 Fax 310,245 4430

9350 Wilshire Bivd. Suite 315 Beverly Hills, CA 90212
P.O. Box 2523 Malibu, CA 20265






