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he stands at the gateway to freedom, the Statue of Liberty,

an epic symbol of our most fundamental rights and

values. A gift from the French in 1886, the statue has
welcomed countless immigrants into the United States with
open arms and the promise of freedom. Up until its closing in
1954, Ellis Island received and processed millions of immigrants
traveling by steamship. In 1990, it was restored and reopened as
a museum, and is a popular tourist attraction and national

treasure.

Buct after the attacks of September 11, 2001, Liberty was closed
to visitors due to the risk of terrorist attacks and much needed
upgrades to secure the immigration museum and the statue
itself. A private effort to raise funds for the required security
upgrades is underway, but the question of re-opening the crown

still remains unresolved.

The climb up the narrow staircase to the crown of our most
recognizable symbol of freedom has been a long time tradition.
Although the French artist Felix Bartholdi, who designed the
statue, intended for the monument to be viewed from the
outside, access to the inside was required to service the torch
lighthouse. The staircase soon became a popular tourist activity
and has remained an enduring tradition for visitors to the statue

— until now.
Because the area around the crown is so confined, it leaves few

options for safe evacuation in the event of an emergency, creates

a great number of unknowns, and allows for unsupervised activity.
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Although there is some debate as to whether or not a trip to the
crown s really essential to experiencing the statue, many feel
leaving it closed represents a loss of freedom motivated by the
fear of terrorism, and by giving that up, we are allowing fear to

dictate our movements.

Although officials are reluctant to reveal details regarding the
security risks and planned upgrades for the monument, the
privately funded effort to raise money for the repairs promises
the re-opening of the immigration museum and pedestal. The

fate of Liberty’s crown remains unknown.

To learn more about Ellis Island, the Statue of Liberty, and her
history and legacy, you can visit the following National Park

Service websites:

www.nps.gov/elis/

www.libertyellisplan.org/

To find out more about the effort to re-open Lady Liberty, visit

www.statueofliberty.org

Sources for Liberty Stands Still:

usatoday.com “Lady Liberty’s stairwells may never be
full again.”

statueofliberty.org

National Park Service

LiBERTY STANDS STILL | 33



*
Ad justable
Height
Chair Fo
38218 & Fig

Media Director Lectern
55180 IDHD

A fully integrated Media Director

promotes the use of all available

multi-media equipment.

T¥s the pgr'F{'.l:r taal Ffram which to run

Executive : "-; yaur Erntire ||:':|:|rr1|ng epviranment with ease,
Conference F
Chair I
3a216 BU Diztance Education Consale
Basic comporents of the console are
five work surfoces (three straight and
two radmes), three eguipment rocks
Modube &1 (various panels), and options.
1 e
Executive il
Conference e
Chair II i
38215 BL d

Access fo
Access to Equipment Equipment Wires

4Z°H Link Cabinet

55136 IDHD

The Link Cabiret fits ony situation where
computers, wides/audia or ary other rack rail
or peripheral equipment needs to be mabike
and securely stored. Havirg the Link gives
vou the freedom to toke the equipment
where it i needed,

A wide variety of heights, lengths, and
opticral accesseries are available,

Multi-Use Student
Desk £
67056 Ch i
Loeally swted for multi-use i '_l
clossrooms. From lectures
fo infernet fraining thie Ay
diesk will perfarm year F
atfer year o ,-

e

ML) Advantage!

&5A Comtract #G5-Z0F-01116

¥
SPECTRUM j,i00chnson st P.0.Box 400 Chippewa Falls, W1 54720 Ph. 1-800-235-1262 Fax. 1-800-3350
INDUSTRIES IMC. E-mail:spectrumi@spectrumfurniture.com  web: www.spectrumfurniture.con






