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Final guidance for “U.S. Government Executive Agency
Environmentally Preferable Purchasing” was published by

the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in Volume 64 of
the Federal Register, pages 45809 to 45858, on August 20,
1999.  Executive Orders 13101 and 13148, and Federal
Acquisition Regulation (48th Code of Federal Regulations,
Part 23.7), obligate federal agencies to consider environmental
attributes in all product procurement.  Product certification
status will be one of several environmental attributes consid-
ered. 

Manufacturers of architectural and anti-corrosive paints, and
adhesives now have the option of “certifying” the environmen-
tal preferability of their product(s) and/or manufacturing
processes against established “third-party” certification stan-
dards and/or specifications.  Certification is not required, and
the General Services Administration does not endorse any cer-
tification option over another.  However, any manufacturer
who becomes “certified” under one or more of the above men-
tioned standards/specifications will be properly delineated for
customer reference.  Full information regarding available third
party certification criteria and the current status of the various
suppliers that have become “certified” under one or more of
these criteria is available at the GSA Hardware and Appliances
Center web site at www.r6.gsa.gov/fss/hac/, select
‘Environmental Issues’, then scroll to bottom of page to
‘Environmental Product Developments’ box.

The General Services Administration, Hardware and
Appliances Center, stands ready to help with technical or pro-
curement assistance at any time for our products.  
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only paints that already comply with regulatory volatile con-
tent limits, a certificate of compliance must be generated and
maintained.  This certificate is based either on known coating
characteristics, or the results of EPA Method 24 volatile
organic compound tests.  

As the Navy has opted to purchase only National Emission
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants (NESHAP) compliant
shipbuilding coatings, GSA is now working to have manufac-
turers provide this necessary compliance certification.  Once
received by GSA, these certificates are to be forwarded directly
to the Naval Supply Systems Command Hazardous Material
Office in Norfolk, Virginia, where they will be maintained
and distributed as necessary to assist shipyards in meeting
ongoing compliance requirements.  In addition, a summary of
this NESHAP information will be placed on the product label
for additional customer reference.

G S A  S H I P B U I L D I N G  C O A T I N G S  M A N U F A C T U R E R S  T O  P R O V I D E  N A V Y  W I T H
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EPA has a list of recycled content items that the Federal
Government is required to buy.  These EPA designated

Comprehensive Procurement Guidelines items, better known
as the CPG items, work as well as virgin material and conserve
our natural resources.  Common for all the listed products is
that EPA has evaluated the performance of representative
items at the specified level of recycled content and found the
materials perform as well as standard products in typical appli-
cations.  

The EPA list contains items used in the office, construction,
landscaping, parks, transportation, vehicles, and other miscel-
laneous applications.  All of these items incorporate materials
that otherwise would have been thrown away.  If you have
time and want to find more information about the specific
requirements go to www.epa.gov/cpg/products.htm

However, because your time is probably limited and because
you are legally required to buy CPG materials (unless they
cost more, are not available or do not meet your specialized
performance needs), GSA wants to make it simple to find
them.  You can now search in GSA Advantage! at

www.gsaAdvantage.gov for many of the CPG items.  Any
item, which meets the CPG requirements, has a “CPG” icon.
This makes it easy for all your procurements to comply with
the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (RCRA) Section
6002 no matter if the value is $1 or $1 million!  To see how
fast it is to use, go online to GSA Advantage and search for
“copier paper”.

By using GSA Advantage! to do the Market Research for your
CPG items, you save time, you are sure of a low price, you do
not have to pay additional shipping charges (shipping charges
are included in the price – unless otherwise noted) and most
importantly it reduces your headaches by having a way to
meet the tight deadlines given by program managers.

GSA believes protecting our environment is important and
identifying CPG items is just the continuation of the work
started when GSA began providing a source of supply for
recycled content items, energy and water conserving products
and products with reduced pollutants.  If you would like to
learn about the other environmental products and services
GSA offers, visit www.fss.gsa.gov/environ/.

S A V E  T H E  P L A N E T ,  S A V E  $  A N D  S A V E  Y O U R S E L F  H E A D A C H E S !

On July 16, 1992, “Shipbuilding and Ship Repair” was
listed as a source category to be regulated under Section

112 of the Clean Air Act.  On December 15, 1995, final com-
pliance rules were published in the Federal Register and these
and subsequent updates can now be found in the 40th Code
of Federal Regulations, Subpart 63.780.  This rule limits the
volatile organic hazardous air pollutant (VOHAP) content of
several categories of marine coatings and specifies work prac-
tices to minimize evaporative emissions and spills from organ-
ic thinning solvent and paint wastes.

Compliance is based on the avoidance of volatile organic com-
pound (VOC) or VOHAP emissions.  Affected sources can
choose to use only paints that already comply with regulatory
volatile content limits, or to limit necessary thinning to prede-
termined maximum allowable ratios.  All regulated facilities
must maintain copies of initial regulatory notification and
their facility implementation plan.  If a facility opts to use
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The Clean Air Act (40th Code of Federal Regulations,
Subpart 63.741-63.753) designates “Aerospace

Manufacturing and Rework Facilities” as a regulated emissions
source category.  Clean Air Act rules limit the volatile organic
hazardous air pollutant (VOHAP) content of several types of
solvents, coatings, strippers and maskants used within this
industrial category.  Compliance is based on the avoidance of
volatile organic compound (VOC) or VOHAP emissions.
Affected sources that choose to use paints that comply with
regulatory volatile content limits must maintain documenta-
tion to verify this compliance.  

To better assist our end-user customer, GSA is working with
Army, Navy and Air Force representatives to develop a “certifi-
cate of compliance” that would provide this needed documen-
tation.  This certificate is to be based either on known coating
characteristics, or the results of EPA Method 24 volatile
organic compound tests, both of which should already be
known by our suppliers and becomes valuable information for
our customers.

These certificates are to be generated once for each applicable
coating, stripper or maskant.  When, and if, a supplier refor-
mulates a coating, stripper or maskant, a new certificate would
then be generated.  All such certificates received from our sup-
pliers are to be forwarded to the appropriate DoD service rep-
resentative for distribution within that respective service.

This certificate is located at the following web site:
www.r6.gsa.gov/fss/hac/, click on ‘Environmental Issues’.

The General Services Administration, Hardware and
Appliances Center, stands ready to help with technical or pro-
curement assistance at any time for our products. 

N E W S  F L A S H

Environmentally oriented products and services 
as well as hundreds of thousands of other commercial

products and services are available through 
GSA Advantage!, GSA’s on-line shopping service.  

Check out GSA Advantage! at 
www.gsaAdvantage.GOV


