GSA Household Goods Relocation and Freight Committee Meeting
L’Enfant Plaza, Washington DC
November 1, 2006
Meeting Facilitator – Mary Anne Sykes, GSA Transportation Programs Branch, Travel and Transportation Management Division

Mary Anne opened the meeting and welcomed the attendees. 

Welcome – Tauna Delmonico, Director, GSA Travel and Transportation Management Division
Tauna welcomed the group and mentioned that she has returned from her detail.  GSA is still undergoing its reorganization.  The Federal Acquisition Service (FAS) has been established but actual changes to the organization are pending approval by the unions.  It is unknown how the regional offices will be restructured.
Tauna introduced AMSA’s topic of the 400N.  The committee needs to decide if this tariff should be adopted and incorporated into the Transportation Management Services Solution (TMSS) system.

400N Tariff – Joe Harrison and Scott Michael, American Moving and Storage Association (AMSA)
The 400N tariff bundles highly used accessorials and is a mileage and weight based tariff.  The commercial household goods industry has been using the 400N for years.  Benefits include less paperwork, more accurate billings, time savings (no more manual look ups), control over services, higher customer and TSP satisfaction, and decreased need for auditing.   
Agencies need to decide if they want to use the 400N or maintain the 415G which is a manual tariff.  A decision needs to be made soon so TMSS can be programmed by November 1, 2007.  GSA plans to implement both tariffs and the TSPs are concerned that agencies would pick and choose tariffs on a case by case basis which would hurt the TSPs business.  The presentation is attached.
Governmentwide Relocation Advisory Board (GRAB) Update – Henry Maury, GSA Office of Governmentwide Policy
GRAB was established to gather information about the costs of relocation.  The group was tasked with identifying opportunities to streamline the current government’s relocation processes.  The group submitted 152 recommendations.  The attached update provides details on recent actions.
Fuel Surcharge – Brian Kellhofer, GSA Kansas City
The committee has already agreed to adopt AMSA’s fuel surcharge calculation for HHG which has led to cost savings.  GSA recommends a new cents per mile calculation which would result in even greater savings.  Deadhead miles would no longer be paid.   The proposed GSA fuel surcharge calculation was mentioned at the summer TSP pre-bid meeting and the TSPs did not express any concerns.  GSA proposes to implement this change 1 May 2007 for HHG. The freight fuel surcharge will be reviewed later.
Brian will send detailed information to the Listserv.
Federal Strategic Sourcing (FSSI) – Blaine Jacobs, GSA Travel and Transportation Management Division

Blaine gave an overview of FSSI and emphasized that it is a procurement vehicle open to all agencies.  The benefits of FSSI include cost savings from combining business volumes as well as business intelligence for reporting purposes.

Bill Bardwell (Department of Veterans Affairs) explained that the prices are based on government aggregate pricing (i.e. the more agencies that join will result in better discounts being offered).
Vince Scarfo (FedEx) clarified that this vehicle is different from previous schedules agreements since ground service is now being offered.  Letters were sent to agency Chief Acquisition Officers inviting their agencies to join FSSI.  Senior level involvement is necessary to gain agency-wide benefits.
Highway Watch Training – Samuel Garza, Highway Watch

Highway Watch is the roadway sector’s national safety and security program that utilizes the skills, experiences, and “road smarts” of America’s transportation workers to help protect the nation’s critical infrastructure and the transportation of goods, services, and people.
Sam provided participants with the observational tools and the opportunity to exercise their expert understanding of the transportation environment to report safety and security concerns rapidly and accurately to the authorities.

Forum
The GSA and AMSA Household Goods and Freight Forum will be held January 29-February 1, 2007 at the Westin in Charlotte, NC.  Registration and forum details are at:  http://www.gsa.gov/hhgfrtforum.  For more information, contact Ray Price at raymond.price@gsa.gov, (703) 605-2890.  Please spread the word to your regional offices and we hope you can attend this informative forum.
The meeting adjourned at 11:15 a.m. and the Highway Watch training followed.
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